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THANK YOU 
A HUGE thank you to: 
 

• Riley Todd and family for 

their gift card, which we 

are spending on soccer 

goals 
 

• William Carr for your gift 

of Traffic Light for the 

playground 
 

• Emma Gallagher's family 

for their generous 

donation for goods to be 

purchased from Modern 

Teaching Aids 
 

• Willow and Poppy's family 

for the donation of the 

jungle animals, sea 

creatures and dinosaurs 
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Welcome back Whanau to Phoenix for another exciting year ahead of us. I hope you have all had a 

fabulous break and are well rested for 2019. 

 

2019 has already been off to a massive start here at Phoenix, Kiwi Room whanau will have seen the 

project undertaken in the holidays to remove the wall between the two play areas. This has created an 

open plan which gives our younger tamariki more space to play and move. We have had some great 

feedback from parents saying how much they like the renovations which is great to hear. Thank you to 

Kylie and Tom from the Board for their work over the break with this project. And thanks to Grieves 

Construction for their very efficient workmanship.   

 

Also, a huge thank you again to Kylie and her husband Todd along with Kurt Green for the second 

shade sail which has gone up over the Pukeko outdoor play area! This will ensure sun safety over the 

summer months and make it a more pleasant play experience for our tamariki. A huge thank you must 

go to the Cancer Society for their extremely generous donation of the shade sails.  

 

Big plans are in place for 2019 here at Phoenix. We are hoping to have consent for the sleep room back 

from the council shortly. Once we have this back it will just be a matter of the builders and contractors 

doing their work. It will be a great project to have underway, whanau will be updated as steps progress.  

 

We are expecting an ERO visit, which is the Education Review Office. Every early childhood centre in 

New Zealand is visited by ERO, normally every 3 years. ERO’s role is to evaluate and then report on the 

education and care children in early childhood settings. As a Board we are really excited to showcase 

Phoenix to ERO. We are proud of the childcare we offer and the level of care and learning experiences 

for all tamariki.  

 

Our AGM is set for March 19th at 7pm at Phoenix. It is a great opportunity for whanau to come along 

and gain a greater understanding of what the Board is about. An agenda will be sent out in after our 

February Board Meeting. Nicky Mcdonnell has indicated she will be stepping down from the Board at 

this AGM. Nicky has put a lot of time and effort into the Board, she has been the secretary on the Board 

and is a very valued member of the Board. On behalf of the Board I want to thank Nicky very much for 

all the time and effort she has given Phoenix. Nicky, you will be very missed, but we wish you and your 

family the very best for the next stage of life. With Nicky leaving the Board her secretary position will 

need to be filled. If this sounds like a role you may be interested in, please let one of the kaiako know or 

email me for more information.  

 

And lastly, we welcome Te Awhina Clark, our lovely new training kaiako, to the Kiwi Room. We are 

looking forward to having Te Awhina work with our young tamariki as she undertakes her Bachelor of 

Teaching and Learning in Early Childhood Education. If you see Te Awhina, please introduce yourself 

and welcome her to the Phoenix Whanau.  

 

Enjoy 2019, if it continues like it has started it will fly by, so make the most of the year ahead.  

 

Cathy Reid  

On behalf of the Governance Board  
 

(Kylie Grieve, Nicky McDonnell, Kate Templeton, Tom Kearney, Kate Parkin, Shelly Robson, Greg 

Hubbard and Sue Johnstone) 

 

FACEBOOK PAGE 
“Don’t forget to check out our new Facebook page – Phoenix Preschool INC Ashburton 

and leave a recommendation” 



 

 

  

 

WELCOME 
Xander Lilley-Cook 

Nico Lilley -Cook 

Harriet Waddell 

Evie Turnbull 

Lincoln McNabb 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
Thorin Robson (3) 

Isabelle Wood (2) 

Jonty Nicolson (2) 

Jack George (3) 

 

HAPPY 

SCHOOL 

DAYS 
 

Kia ora koutou katoa and welcome back for another fun and exciting year 

ahead at Phoenix. I trust that you were all able to take a rest over the summer 

break and have some family time together. 
 

Our end of year concert was an awesome event – well done to the amazing 

team of Kaiako for pulling this together. It has however highlighted that the timing 

of our concert is becoming inconvenient for our working whānau so an option 

that our teaching team and Board have considered for this year is to open for a 

normal day on Friday 20 December then have a family picnic and concert from 

4pm onwards, and then our last normal day on Monday 23 December. It would 

be great to have your feedback on this – you can email me on 

centremanager@phoenixpreschool.co.nz 
 

You will have noticed over the holidays a few exciting changes have happened 

in our centre. An enormous thank you to Grieve’s Construction for the removal of 

the Kiwi Room wall – this has made a huge positive impact on children’s play and 

the ability for Kaiako to better provide for all ages. Thank you also to Todd & Kylie 

Grieve and Kurt Green for putting up the shade sails in the Pukeko outdoor area 

providing more shaded areas for play. Thank you to the Cancer Society of their 

kind donation of said shade sails!!  
 

Our Sun Protection Policy has skipped up the review list and we are currently 

looking into aligning this with recommendations from the Cancer Society.  Please 

look out for our updated policy to keep up to date. As whānau you can support 

the protection of your tamariki by ensuring they are wearing sun safe clothing – 

such as t-shirt/long sleeves preferably with a collar (as opposed to singlets or 

spaghetti straps), and bucket/broadrimmed hats. 
 

With it being so hot we are offering ample shaded water play at Phoenix which 

subsequently means WET CLOTHES!!! We no longer have plastic bags available 

to send your child’s wet/dirty/soiled clothing home in so could you please ensure 

you have your own plastic bag, or better yet, a wet bag (tog bag) available in 

your child’s bag. If you haven’t yet purchased a wet bag through our fundraisers, 

please get in touch – if we have enough orders then we may consider a re-run.  
 

I want to single Kylie and Todd out here for their huge contribution to Phoenix – 

they are continuously doing work in the background!! Also, to extend this thank 

you to the entire Board – our team of volunteers who pull together to oversee the 

running of our centre. Our AGM is not far away so if you are pondering joining a 

group of positive and dedicated people – this is for you! 
 

At the end of last year, we farewelled Maggie off on her teacher journey and 

her hours have been distributed among existing staff. We have been able to 

firmly secure Kaiako Nicole by being able to offer her a full-time position, and 

likewise Nikki who is about to enter into her final year of study. Nikki and Nicole 

will predominantly be covering lates each day, with Sharon covering a late 

Wednesday. With an increase in numbers in our Kiwi Room we have taken on 

TeAwhina Clark who will be covering Kiwi Kaiako lunches, non-contact time and 

leave. TeAwhina has previously worked for OSCAR at Ashburton Borough School 

and is hoping to begin her Teaching degree this year. Please introduce yourself 

to TeAwhina and give her a good Phoenix welcome! 
 

Although we are pretty full in the Kiwi Room at the moment, there are few spots 

popping up later in the year so if you are considering increasing your hours or 

know of someone that is looking for a fantastic preschool please secure your 

spots now. Likewise, we have a few spaces in the afternoons in the Pukeko Room, 

and very limited spaces on SOME mornings (NOT a Tuesday!!) so if you are looking 

at taking on extra hours perhaps when you child turns 3, lock these in now. Please 

contact Hayley for further information – phoenixpreschool@xtra.co.nz 
 

It has been great to see everyone over the last two weeks, keep an eye out for 

the amazing adventures we have coming up! 
 

Heoi anō tāku mō nāianei, ngā mihi Ange – Pre School Manager 

mailto:centremanager@phoenixpreschool.co.nz
mailto:phoenixpreschool@xtra.co.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tell us about your family – For 35 years I have been married to Les, who has 5 daughters and 3 

sons and together we have one son, Brenton.  He has given us 4 beautiful grandchildren Kayla, 

Travis, Trace, and Toby. We also embrace Harper, who is a younger sister to Trace and Toby. 
 

What’s your favourite food? My late father, Stewart, used to say – Give me a sack of spuds and 

half a sheep and I’d be happy. Obviously, I’m not adventurous when it comes to food but I 

love my vege’s and I can’t stop thinking about a pear Tarte Tatin with salted caramel sauce I 

had once a Riverstone Kitchen and every Christmas I look forward to my Mum’s frozen 

Christmas pudding!! (One of the best things about Christmas) 
 

Describe your life in a movie title – ‘Waiting to Exhale’ 
 

What’s your favourite book? I love to read and once I find an author I enjoy, I make my way 

through their collection. However, one series that made a huge impression on me was Jean 

Auel’s six epic pre-historical fictional novels in the Earth's Children® Series   
 

If you could be any animal what would it be and why? A seeing eye dog because I would be well 

taken care of, loved and needed as well as playing an important role in making a difference 

in someone’s life.  
 

What’s your favourite board game? Was once an avid Monopoly player but not much time now 

for board games although my sister and niece had an awesome time playing Pie Face. 
 

If you won 20 million dollars, what’s the first thing you would buy with it? With that much money I could 

afford to think of MYSELF and so I’d love to arrange for Chip and Joanna Gains from HGTV 

series ‘Fixer Upper’ to come and fixer upper my home!!!!! 
 

Name one thing you take with you wherever you go? An overacted mind. 
 

What’s your favourite song? ‘Hallelujah’ by Leonard Cohen 
 

What is your most favourite thing about Phoenix Preschool? It’s my happy place where I get to spend 

time building fantastic relationships, giving and receiving unconditional love, learning with and 

alongside others of all ages, guiding, supporting, extending, appreciating and celebrating 

precious tamariki.  
   

Sharon Wise 
(Pukeko Teacher) 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Tell us about your family - I live with my husband, Robin who owns a small computer business, and my 

daughter, Erika (23) who studies distance University. My other daughter Caitlin (21) is away at University 

in New York. At home we also have two spoiled dogs, Minnie (a Kelpie/ Border Collie Cross) and Fleur 

(a Pug).   

 

What’s your favourite food? I love Asian cuisine and all vegetables! 

 

Describe your life in a movie title – ‘Pursuit of Happyness.’ 

 

What’s your favourite book? 'Pride and Prejudice' by Jane Austen.   

 

If you could be any animal what would it be and why? A dog in the Johnstone household - they are 

loved and spoiled! 

 

What’s your favourite board game? My family has always enjoyed playing Monopoly, no matter how 

long it can take! We also enjoy cards.  

 

If you won 20 million dollars, what’s the first thing you would buy with it? I would love to buy flights 

overseas to go travel some more. 

 

Name one thing you take with you wherever you go - My glasses are a necessity! 

 

What’s your favourite song? Silent Lucidity by Queensrÿche 

 

What is your most favourite thing about Phoenix Preschool? I love the friendly, positive environment and 

it’s great to be involved with a preschool that both my children attended when they were younger.  
 
  

Sue Johnstone 
(College Representative) 



 

 

 

Welcome back to another year of fun and learning at Phoenix Preschool!  
 

Comings and Goings:  We have welcomed 2 tamariki from the Kiwi room, Reuben Hall and Tilly Smith-Busch, both 

who turn 2yrs old in December. The Pukeko room have said farewell to William Carr, Lydia Davis and Emma 

Gallagher, all off to begin the next part in their learning journey at their Primary Schools. We wish them good luck 

and happy school days.  
 

Rhonda has officially joined our teaching team, as teacher in training, to take some of the hours left by Maggie’s 

departure. Nikki has picked up Maggie’s end of day hours, and will shortly begin her third, and final year of, her Early 

childhood teaching degree.  
 

Curriculum/Programme:  Many thanks to all those families that made it to the last day, Christmas celebration and 

concert. Each year we seem to have more and more families that try to attend, which is awesome. The timing and 

format, of this end of year celebration, is up for review, so if you have any thoughts or valid suggestions, please 

share them with Ange or a committee member? 
 

Lesley from Eco Education visited Phoenix again on Monday, to talk to tamariki about recycling. At the end of last 

year, Lesley talked with Phoenix tamariki about water ways and pollution. On Monday she bought a bag of rubbish, 

which tamariki helped to sort into rubbish and recycling, leaving her bag half empty and recycled the other half. 

Did you know that milk bottle lids must be removed for recycling? Some Kaiako did not. They have to go into the 

red rubbish bin or bring them to Phoenix for the carpentry table. Many children would benefit from helping with 

recycling at home to extend and enhance learning about sustainability. They are all very keen to get involved. 
 

The Pukeko Room Kaiako have an exciting term of learning and development planned for tamariki. Kaiako have 

noticed that there has been an increase in “Superhero” play at Phoenix. After undertaking some research and 

investigations, it was discovered that there are, in fact, many positive learning opportunities to tamariki. For example; 

extending imagination, problem solving, empowerment, developing empathy, understanding rules, belonging, 

gaining confidence, drama & language skills, learning co-operating & negotiating with others. Kaiako will also take 

the opportunity to revisit the Phoenix Preschool rules, developing our own “Treaty”. So, join us in a celebration of all 

Heroes that week. During the week, costumes are optional but on Friday 8th Feb, teachers will be all dressing up, 

and we invite tamariki to join us. Please don’t feel like you have to order something online or go and buy a costume 

from a shop, there are plenty of homemade, easy, dress up ideas on Pinterest.  It’s going to be FUN! We can’t wait! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our annual bus trip is booked for Thursday 21 March and is totally dependent on adult helpers, so put your annual 

leave request in now, or even book in a Grandparent! We are off to the amazing, incredible, must be seen to be 

believed … “Tūranga” in Christchurch. This is a state of the art, modern learning environment that challenges all the 

ideas you ever had about what a Library might look like! This is going to be an amazing experience for our tamariki 

and their caregivers. We will leave at 9am sharp and be back by 3pm.  The days’ programme has yet to confirmed, 

but could include LEGO creative play session, story time & craft activity plus a short tour of the amazing facility. 
 

EVENTS COMING UP: 
 

• Friday 8th Feb – Family New Year Picnic 5.30-7pm 

• Mon 4th – Friday 8th Feb – Superhero week – official dress up day Fri 8th Feb 

• Waitangi Day – Wednesday 6 Feb – Phoenix closed. 

• Feb 14th Valentine’s Day – visit to Rosebank with gifts of craft. 

• Thursday 21st March – Bus trip to Christchurch “Tūranga” (formerly the ChCh Library) 

• Transition to Allenton School visit March. Date TBC. 
 

Arohanui, The Pukeko Team – Ange, Diana, Nicole, Sharon, Sarah, Maggie and Nikki 

 

 

 



 

 

  

Welcome back to 2019 from the Kiwi Room, we have very exciting changes over the break and if 

you have not seen them already please come and have a look.  The Kiwi Room tamariki are just 

loving the new set up and we would like to thank the Phoenix Board of Trustees for all the work that 

has been put into having this project up and running. 

 
We welcome Kaiako TeAwhina to the Kiwi Room, she is starting her Bachelor of Teaching and 

Learning, Early Childhood Education.  TeAwhina is our ‘extra’ hands in the Kiwi Room, she will be 

supporting our tamariki and the Kaiako daily, please welcome her into our Phoenix Whanau. 

 
This Month we welcome Hattie Gallagher, George Hurst, Freya Parkin and Leo Thomas into the Kiwi 

Room and have transitioning, Isabelle Wood and in February we will begin Kal Smitheram’s and 

George Dytham- Swift transition into the Pukeko Room.  We also will be fare welling Jonty Nicholson 

and his Whanau as they move to Methven and we wish them all the very best. 

     
The Kiwi Room tamariki have been enjoying the warmer weather with a lot of water play.  Our older 

tamariki have been joining Jess daily for visits to the Pukeko Room as we support their growing 

independence. 

 

Like always please feel free to contact myself Gayle at any stage at 

gayle.smith@phoenixpreschool.co.nz or discuss your tamariki needs with their Primary Caregiver. 
Maha whakawhetai, Gayle, Kate, Jess and TeAwhina 

mailto:gayle.smith@phoenixpreschool.co.nz


 

 

 

We will be taking a group of our transitioning Phoenix tamariki, to visit Allenton School next 

month. It is helpful for tamariki to become familiar with their new surroundings, in the school 

setting, especially if they are the eldest child in the family. A good idea, that some whanau do, 

is to visit their chosen school at the weekends and play on the playground and have look 

around. Always talk in a positive way about the experience. 

 

Children transitioning from Phoenix Preschool, to Primary school during Term 1: Emma Gallagher 

(Jan), Beatrice Pottinger (March) Jack McDonnell & Loki Robson (April). 

 

SCHOOL READINESS TIP THIS MONTH: 

 

To support reading and writing development, remember when naming your child’s items, only 

use one capital letter, at the start of the name. At school, children don’t learn to read or write 

in capitals. Phoenix Preschool use NZ primary school font on all children’s name tags, to support 

literacy acquisition for tamariki. 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the parents who are safety conscience when using the shared College and 

Phoenix carpark. 

 

We have been in contact with College regarding Students using the carpark in an unsafe 

manner.  We encourage our Whanau to please report any unsafe driving by recording the 

number plate of the unsafe car and ringing our local Police.  The Police will deal with the 

situation accordingly. 

 

We are currently in the process of having signs erected at both entrances to remind drivers to 

slow down. 

 

 

 


