
 

   Nau mai, Haere mai 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Phoenix Preschool INC is a community where every child belongs 

and is given every opportunity to grow as an individual  

“Ki te kore ngā pūtake e mākūkūngia, e kore te rākau e tupu – 

If the roots of the tree are not watered, the tree will never grow” 
 

35 Middle Road 

Ashburton 7700 

Telephone: 03 308 8461 

Email: phoenixpreschool@xtra.co.nz 

Website: www.phoenixpreschool.co.nz 

Facebook: Phoenix Preschool INC Ashburton 

 
Updated:  August 2022 
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Nau mai, haere mai and welcome to Phoenix Preschool: We are a 

community-based preschool located on the Ashburton College 

Campus. We are extremely proud to provide high quality early 

childhood education for the Mid-Canterbury community.  

 

License: We are licensed for 50 children (from 

ages 5mths to school entry). We operate at 

improved MOE ratios in our rooms – with te 

rūma Kiwi catering for 5mth-3yo, and te rūma 

Pūkeko catering for 2.5-6yo. Our operating 

hours are 8.00am-4.30pm Monday-Friday.  

 

Holidays & Fees: Phoenix is closed for 

statutory holidays and a 3-week closure over 

the Christmas period. We are open during 

the school term breaks. Our Fees are $7.00 per hour per child. Children 

from 3 years onward will qualify for 20 hours ECE funding per week - up 

to 6 hours per day, then normal fees apply. WINZ subsidies are also 

available, please enquire at reception. 

 

Our Board of Governance: As a community-based preschool we 

operate with a Board of Governance consisting of volunteer parents and 

community members which oversee our preschool and support the 

Centre Manager in the smooth day to day running of our centre. If you 

are interested in joining our Board, please talk to a staff member. 

 

Our Team & Curriculum: Our motivated, creative, and experienced 

teaching team provide a caring, homely educational environment to 

welcome and engage your tamariki. We are incredibly lucky to be very 

well-resourced to provide an extensive variety of experiences and 

activities to support the growth into competent and confident learners.  

 

The curriculum we offer reflects the principles, strands, goals and learning 

outcomes of the Early Childhood Education curriculum document Te 

Whāriki.  This celebrates the uniqueness of each child and the interests 

and dynamics of group and social interactions. We embrace our 

commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi and acknowledge and welcome the 

increasing cultural diversity of the Mid Canterbury district. 

 

We have a play-based curriculum providing each child with a variety of 

choice and which follows the interest of the individual. Kaiako challenge 



2 | P a g e  
and extend tamariki through their interests 

growing learning dispositions, skills and 

abilities along the way.  

We offer a mixed age environment which 

embraces the Māori principles of ako where 

we all learn together, and also places value 

on tuakana-teina relationships where older 

tamariki support and guide younger tamariki 

in their learning and development.  
 

We boast an exceptionally large, natural 

and well-equipped outdoor environment. We do get outside in all 

seasons – there’s no such thing as bad weather so ensure you pack spare 

clothing for all weather. 

 

Pathways 
Into the Centre: We encourage four settling visits over which you will build 

a relationship with your child’s key teacher/primary caregiver, and you 

will gradually leave your child in their capable hands. We want you to 

rest assured that we will contact you if needed – we want your child’s 

time with us to be a positive experience. 
 

Our centre supports breastfeeding so please ask any questions about 

what this could look like for you and your child. 
 

Between Rooms: When it comes time for your child to start on their 

pathway from te rūma Kiwi to te rūma Pūkeko, we will communicate with 

you every step of the way, introducing you to your child’s new key 

teacher, the Pūkeko team and their environment. If at any time you have 

questions, please do ask.  
 

Pathways to School: As part of your child’s journey to school, we make 

an All About Me form that shares with your child’s new teacher 

everything that will best support their learning journey. We do this in 

partnership with you and your child to ensure you both agree with the 

information we put forward and also to provide an opportunity to add 

your own voice.  

 

On your child’s last day at Phoenix, we have a very special final mat time 

where we invite whānau to come along too. Your child will wear the 

special Korowai cloak signifying this important stage of their learning 

journey.  
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Policies: Our Centre is supported by robust policies and procedures - 

these are available to view from the office and in Educa. We encourage 

you to participate in the review process with us. 

 

Our Values: Whānau/family are at the forefront of our philosophy – our 

priority is to ensure every person who comes through our door feels like 

they have come home, that they are a part of our family, and we are a 

part of theirs. We have a great appreciation and respect that you know 

your child best and work in partnership with you on your child’s learning 

journey. 

 

Our Philosophy:  
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Kiwi Room (ages 5mth-3yo) 
 

We have a passionate and enthusiastic 

team, who provide a high-quality 

programme based on respectful 

practices, reciprocal relationships, and 

consistent care. We work alongside 

whānau to meet each child’s individual 

needs and to ensure that our caregiving 

routines are similar to what your child 

experiences in their home environment. 
 

Our programme is based on primary 

caregiving enabling tamariki to develop 

secure relationships and ensure they 

establish a strong sense of belonging at 

phoenix preschool. 
 

We provide a calm environment where 

children experience responsive 

interactions. We value partnerships with 

parents. Our environment is designed with 

a range of challenges for tamariki to 

explore and engage in that caters for 

ages 5mths to 3yo. 
 

If you would like to know about our 

programme, please feel free to pop in for 

a visit and meet our friendly team.  We 

look forward to getting to know you and 

your child. 
 

  What to bring 
 

• Lunchbox – any items for fridge please 

name 

• Drink bottle – with water 

• Milk bottles – milk powder in a container 

and bottles with water 

• Nappies – 3-4 each day and named 

• Sleep sack, dummy, cuddlies etc  
• Change of clothes – hat, jacket etc  
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  Pukeko Room (ages 2.5-6yo) 
 

Whānau are so important to us - we work 

together with you to formulate a 

developmentally appropriate learning 

journey for your child. We put so much value 

on your feedback and any information you 

can share from interests and experiences at 

home, to holidays, values and beliefs and 

areas you wish for your child to grow in. 

 

Our curriculum is focused on individual 

child’s interests, and from there we 

challenge and extend their thinking, 

generating and refining working theories 

about the world around them. 

 

We like to get out into our community to 

build and extend on what we are learning 

about. Our regular excursions are to the 

library, museum, Rosebank, Ashburton 

College and any other direction our 

programme and interests take us. We also 

encourage parents/whānau and visitors to 

join us in the centre. As a part of our centre, 

we also have a large vegetable garden 

which we like to regularly venture into, 

supporting tamariki to understand where 

their food comes from. 
  

  What to bring 
• Change of warmer or cooler clothing 

• Lunchbox with a variety of foods  

• Water bottle 

• Cuddlies to support transition from 

home to centre (these can be put back 

in bags when the child is ready) 

• Nappies or changes of underwear 

• Please ensure everything is clearly 

named 
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  Educa 
We use an online programme called 

Educa where we document your 

child’s learning and development 

over their time at Phoenix. We print off 

all the individual stories and hold 

them in a clearfile in the centre for the 

tamariki to revisit when they wish to 

and that you keep when you leave. 

We also invite you to share things from 

home on Educa so that your child 

can tell us about this at preschool too. 

Educa is available through an app or 

online – once your child starts with us 

we will send you an invitation.  
 

  Xplor Home App 
You are able to download the Xplor 

Home App where you can sign your 

child in and out each day by 

scanning our centre QR code on the 

iPad. This will evolve over time to 

include the sharing of care routines 

too (currently emailed), watch this 

space. 

 

  Lunchbox Foods  
At Phoenix you provide food for your 

child for the day in a named 

lunchbox. We encourage and 

support the tamariki to develop an 

awareness of how to keep their 

bodies and minds healthy. You can 

support this by providing healthy 

options in the lunchbox. You can also 

bring in foods for lunch that need 

reheated – baked beans, spaghetti, 

toasties, cheese rolls, last nights dinner 

etc.  
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We know that thinking of new and innovative 

lunchbox ideas can be tricky and so we try 

to provide some ideas in our bi-monthly 

newsletter. Please read through the MOH 

guidelines included in the enrolment pack 

for information around age appropriate 

foods for a preschooler – please only send 

foods that you know your child is capable of 

eating  having tried them time and time 

again at home.  

 

Phoenix is a NUT-FREE centre and we also ask 

that you keep any fruit nuggets, fruit 

strings/laces, fruit roll-ups etc for eating at 

home only as we feel that these pose a 

choking hazard.  

 

  Celebrations 
We understand the excitement of a birthday 

or a last day! We celebrate these milestones 

by having a special mat time, with a birthday 

cape or Korowai (for a transition out of the 

centre), a birthday crown and really just 

make a fuss. We do ask that you keep 

birthday foods, treat foods (lollies, chocolate 

etc) and reward foods for at home – if you 

would like to bring along something to share 

you may bring stickers or stamps or other non-

food item. 
 

You are more than welcome to visit Phoenix and talk to the Kaiako about 

what we can offer you and your child. Bring your tamaiti along and let 

them enjoy the experience and learning at Phoenix! For further 

information please don’t hesitate to phone us or pop into the office. We 

want the best for your child’s learning journey, and we are here to help 

you transition to preschool alongside your child.  Our team of Kaiako are 

always available to you at any time. 
 

Ngā mihi – The Phoenix Team 


